fermentation, spontaneous generation, wines and vinegars, diseases of silkworms, beer, to studies on the etiology of microbial disease and of viruses and vaccines. Like Pasteur, Duclaux was trained as a chemist and he could appreciate his eagerness to introduce chemical thinking into all medical problems. Indeed, the closing words of the book are: 'With Pasteur chemistry took possession of medicine and we can foresee that it will not relinquish its hold.' R A SHOOTER Pharmacology of Gastrointestinal Motility and Secretion edited by Pamela Holton International Encyclopedia of Pharmacology and Therapeutics, Section 39A, Vols 1 & 2 pp 665+lv illustrated £18 Oxford: Pergamon Press 1973 The content of these two volumes extends beyond the limits of pharmacology and deals quite extensively with the gastrointestinal hormones.
Most of the first volume is concerned with various aspects of gastric secretions together with a chapter on the treatment of peptic ulcers. The second volume contains chapters on intestinal hormones, but is largely devoted to intestinal motility together with an interesting chapter on carbonic anhydrase inhibitors and the gastrointestinal tract.
Although drugs are widely used to treat disorders of gastrointestinal motility and secretions, this is often done with little knowledge of their pharmacological actions. This book would therefore be useful reading for those working in gastroenterology as well as those interested in the more basic aspects of pharmacology. The Japanese method of double contrast examination of the stomach is first described in detail. It is then illustrated by a series of magnificent radiographs showing various types of early carcinoma with line drawings to help in their perusal. This work sets a standard which we in Europe can only envy. The book concludes with a short chapter on selective arteriography in tumours of the stomach by Stanley Baum.
Despite its high price this volume is strongly recommended to radiologists and gastroenterologists.
DAVID SUITON
Pulmonary Thromboembolism edited by Kenneth M Moser MD and Myron Stein MD ppx+355 illustrated £11.90 Chicago: Year Book MedicalPublishers 1973 London: Lloyd-Luke This book is a verbatim report of a symposium held in May 1971 in California, and as such suffers the disjointedness of any meeting with many speakers. The. format of spoken paper followed by question and answer is cumbersome to the fast reader but gives a good spectrum of the diversity of opinion on the genesis, diagnosis and treatment of this very common disorder. References are numerous and comprehensive and date from 1846 to 1970.
The pathogenesis and resolution of intravascular thrombi, and diagnostic methods for assessment of thrombosis and embolism are well covered, and some beautiful animal bronchograms are illustrated. Skiagram reproduction, though miniature, is of a high order.
A final chapter covers treatment by thrombolysis and surgery; it indicates the very limited place for venous interruption and says surprisingly little about prophylaxis. Medical 1973 In the preface of this book Mr Birnstingl indicates that its purpose is as an authoritative text for introduction to peripheral vascular surgery, directed at postgraduate surgeons. There are 24 experienced contributors writing a chapter either alone or in association. With this type of publication it is difficult to achieve a satisfactorily coherent total format, but this has been admirably attained with negligible 'fragmentation'.
The first part of the book consists of introductory chapters devoted to the important fundamental relevant physiology and pathology.
These include a clear description of the hemo-l 196 Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 67 November 1974 static mechanisms and hmemorrhagic disorders. Thrombolytic therapy is discussed with disappointing brevity, and perhaps this is a reflexion of the uncertain overall indications for this type of treatment.
The subsequent subject matter is comprehensive and there is even a rather irrelevant short final chapter on vascular disease in the tropics. However, it is in this chapter that the main text on thromboangitis obliterans is located! The text is well illustrated with photographs and line drawings and the printing layout is good, with multiple subheadings to make enjoyable reading. A good list of references at the end of each chapter, facilitates further reading.
This book fully satisfies its objectives and is recommended to the relevant specialists whether in training or consultants; it would appear to be of special value to the increasing number of general surgeons who are showing interest in peripheral vascular surgery.
A K YATES
Medical Aspects of Home Hazards edited by Alastair Nelson pp 107 £0).50 London: Medical Commission on Accident Prevention (50 Old Brompton Road, London SW73EA) The aim of this publication, to highlight the hazards of the home, is constantly reinforced by each chapter. Naturally errors occur, especially the 'maintenance of nutritional hazards' in chapter 9, where prevention is intended. There are also areas in which there is a need for more detail, such as the manifold causes of falls in the elderly which could have been stressed more.
The chapter dealing with behavioural aspects gives a glimpse of the mechanisms of those who -are accident-prone. Perhaps 'accident' can be a misnomer. It is a pity that there is not a chapter dealing with the additional hazards that face those in homes or institutions, more disturbing because the hazards are created by those who seek to care for their fellows.
In a nutshell, this book is excellent value for money.
D CORLESS
Handbook of Endocrinology by Richard S Dillon MD FACP pp vii+556 illustrated £10.55 Philadelphia: Lea & Febiger 1973 London: Henry Kimpton This new addition to the list of textbooks in endocrinology is well justified, both by its overall quality and its sense of purpose. That purpose is to 'provide... a rapid guide to the diagnosis and management of metabolic and endocrine diseases'. It is achieved with precise practical information, a business-like style, an intelligent use of tables, all on a foundation of somewhat crisp explanation and full references. The book will be most useful to the practitioner or postgraduate student, because the level of the text assumes some basic familiarity with many of the conditions. The British reader may be mildly irritated by the lack of explanation of terms such as ADA diets, and in this and other respects the second edition might usefully recognize that good books of this type have an international readership. But these are minor criticisms of a handbook which can be thoroughly recommended. The Birmingham Regional Cancer Registry has, for the past 10 years or so, collected information about more than 95 % of all cancer patients within a catchment area with a population of five million. Its experience is summarized in this somewhat misleadingly titled report, which gives in considerable detail the incidence and survival rates for all types of malignant disease. In the absence of any national statistics of such scope the report will not only prove invaluable to epidemiologists and other research workers but also, as Dr Waterhouse points out, may suggest to actuaries that they could be more generous in calculating the terms of life insurance applicable to cancer sufferers: corrected survival rates have been used to indicate how many patients may reasonably be regarded as 'cured'.
M P CURWEN
Vestibulography by R Ray Battin PhD ppvii+103 illustrated $11.75 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1974 This is a lavishly illustrated monograph on the use of the electronystagmograph in the study of labyrinthine disorders. It is essentially a handbook for beginners. Fifty-nine pages of illustrations and twenty-five of text may well be thought a trifle expensive at nearly £5, but the topic is so exhaustively covered that the book may be useful in ENT departments starting this investigation from scratch. I feel that the proper place for this book is as part of the instruction manuals of those firms supplying electronystagmographs.
ALAN P FULLER

